The Role of Political Parties
[image: ]Reading Questions:
1.) How did the founders feel about political parties? 

2.) Define nascent.

3.) How was the development of political parties linked to the broadening of voting rights?

4.) What two parties have dominated politics in America since 1852?

5.) What level of government has the largest representation of independent candidates?

6.) Define plurality.

7.) Why is it hard for new parties to win elections?

8.) Why are there only two well-financed parties?

9.) What is the Electoral College?

10.) How does the Electoral College make it difficult for third party candidates to get elected as President?

11.) How many elections have there been were the president who was elected did not have a majority of the popular vote?

12.) What other barriers are there for third parties?

13.) What political party do African-American and Jewish voters tend to vote for?

14.) Define centrist.

15.) Which party is the conservative party?

16.) Which party is the liberal party?

17.) What does it mean that the “parties are characterized by a decentralized structure?”

18.) How do most Americans feel about the political party system?

19.) What positive effects have third party and independent candidates had on American politics?

20.) What negative effects have third party and independent candidates had on American politics?
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